HT Challenge Superbowl Party Instructions
and 10 Min. Talking Points
(Before kicking off the challenge, make sure to get the party host’s permission!)
STEP 1 - As the first half of the game concludes, ask that everyone please remain in their seats for
the next 10 minutes because there is a very important announcement that you would like to make,
and you would love their full attention and participation.

STEP 2 – Once you have everyone’s full attention, Turn OFF the TV.
STEP 3 – Use these “Talking Points” to educate them about human trafficking.
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Did you know that there are still human slaves in the world today? The US State Dept. has
estimated that there are 27 million slaves worldwide and a new study by the Walk Free
Foundation has estimated that there are nearly 30 million slaves in the world today. That’s
more slavery now than at any other point in history.
These millions of slaves are forced, tricked and/or coerced to work against their will either
by doing some form of labor or “becoming the product” for sale in the commercial sex
industry.
Modern-day slavery is often called “Human Trafficking”. Just about every single human
right that you can think of is taken away from human trafficking victims. People don’t have
to be moved across borders to be a trafficking victim - someone can be trafficked right in
their own home. This is a problem that happens everywhere around the globe, but also right
here in the United States.
Because human trafficking victims are often silenced by their “bosses”, “owners” or
“pimps”, this is a hidden population and it’s hard to get accurate statistics on the scope of
the problem.
However, we do know that the profits from forcing these modern-day slaves to work
globally is a $32 billion annual industry, making it second only to drug-trafficking in the
black market. We also know that in the United States that an estimated 18,000 foreign
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nationals are trafficked annually into the country and that the US is the second highest
destination country in the world for trafficked women - the vast majority of whom are
trafficked for sex. Perhaps more shocking than that, 300,000 American-born children are at
risk of being prostituted.
So what does any of this have to do with the Superbowl? Aren’t we just here to watch a
sporting event? Yes, we are. But there are others who see a great chance to make huge
profits during events like this.
Sadly, incidences of human-trafficking are known to increase around large sporting events;
as acknowledged by our government. While thousands of fans flock to the host state for the
big game, a sector of violence (organized criminal activity and gangs) is also attracted by the
prospect of making money usually through sex-trafficking.
A pimp can make $150,000 - $200,000 per victim each year and the average victim is forced
to have sex up to 20 – 48 times per day.
Traffickers and pimps are smart. They know who the vulnerable ones are – they are the ones
who have usually already suffered from some sort of childhood sexual abuse. They often
come from desperate situations, from foster care and/or from other situations of abuse and
conflict.
The lure to make money off of vulnerable women and children is so strong, that recruitment
into sexual exploitation often happens fast and it happens when the victims are very young.
One in three teens on the street will be lured towards prostitution within 48 hours of leaving
home and the average age of entry into prostitution for girls is between the ages of 12 – 14.
For boys it’s 11 – 13.
These victims of sex-trafficking are sold on the streets, in residential brothels, in massage
parlors, into hotels, in go-go bars and strip clubs and on the internet. They can’t just run
away. They need help.
Fortunately, our government and law enforcement entities are doing more than ever before
to combat this problem and to bring the victims to safety. But relying on the government is
not enough. So many people are still not aware of this problem!
That’s where YOU come in! You can help to spread the message that we have a human
slavery problem in our country and in our world, and that we are not going to sit by and not
take notice. We do not want traffickers to have the opportunity to use events like the
Superbowl to make money. We want them to know that both law enforcement and local
communities are watching.
There have been several anti-trafficking efforts that have taken place leading up to this
Superbowl, and here is something that you can keep in mind. If you see something
suspicious and think that it might be human trafficking, call the National Human Trafficking
Hotline: 1-888-373-7888. Or text INFO or HELP to BeFree (233733). Please save that
number in your phone!
This is not a one-time event. We want everyone in the United States to know about this
problem and to take a united stand against it. It is not ok that people are forced to sell their
bodies for someone else’s pleasure and profit. It is not ok that thousands of children are at
risk for commercial sexual abuse. It is not ok that right now, human beings are for sale.
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“Nobody makes a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could only do a
little.” -Edmund Burke. So here is something that we all can do RIGHT NOW to raise
awareness about this problem.

STEP 4 - Have everyone take out their phones or other devices and post images, stats and/or
quotes from the HalfTime Challenge website (www.HTchallenge.net) ALL AT THE SAME TIME
(using any social media) simultaneously using #HalftimeChallenge and #HTchallenge.

STEP 5 – Encourage those at the party to go to the website to view links to external organizations
for reading more about this issue and thinking about ways that they can get involved.

